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Number five
Formica Laminates
Traditionally not seen as a sustainable option, Formica are minimising the
impact on the environment by approaching sustainability goals such as
using recycled materials to reduce carbon emissions. Formica are
employing responsible waste and energy management throughout their
manufacturing process by recycling manufacturing materials, using
recycled packaging and using renewable energy-particularly biomass.

Number four
Smile Plastics
Smile Plastics materials are all lovingly hand-crafted with every
quirk, imperfection and mottle telling a different recycling story.
Each one has been tried and tested in a wide range of
applications, from store design through to furniture and product
design. The classic collection are 100% recycled and
recyclable, made from would-be waste. It can be cut into
simple profiles to more complex patterns and shapes.
Plastic is getting bad press but the real problem is the
economic model. The linear cycle, where plastics are
produced for very short, single lives before being discarded is
completely unsustainable and pollutes our planet. Currently
plastics are regarded as low value and disposable with shortterm and badly managed life cycles. But what if we created a
circular ecosystem where a limited stock of plastics was
recycled over and over?

Number three
Pinatex
Pinatex is made of ﬁbre from the waste leaves of the pineapple
plant. These leaves are a by-product from existing pineapple
harvest, so the raw material requires no additional
environmental resources to produce!

Number two
Sea Stone
Sea Stone is a concrete - like material made from shells. Sea
Stone, material is made by grinding down shells that are
destined for landfill before combining them with natural, nontoxic binders. This grants the Sea Stone a terrazzo-like aesthetic.
Sea Stone could become a sustainable alternative to concrete
in the design of small-scale products, as the two materials share
similar properties. This is because seashells are rich in calcium
carbonate, otherwise known as limestone, which is used to
make cement – a key ingredient of concrete.

Number one
PaperStone
PaperStone is a new generation sustainable material, made
from recycled paper with natural resin. The surface has a
unique textured effect creating a contemporary appearance
and an organic warmth, which can be specified in a range of
natural hues and tones. It has a steel-like strength and a stonelike durability. Selected colours are produced from 100% FSC
recycled paper and cardboard.
Paper and old cardboard boxes are recycled to obtain
stacked layers of paper. The paper is then saturated with a
pigmented resin called PetroFree (this does not contain any
petroleum-derived substances). The material is then dried to
obtain a level ‘B’ paper (tacky but not sticky). Due to the
natural characteristics of the recycled paper, not all levels of
saturation are equal throughout the thickness of the panel,
giving a variegated finish. Unlike virgin fibre, this gentle
dappling gives PaperStone its unique, mottled look.

